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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
This booklet contains a summary of themes and topics for each subject area to be studied by your son/daughter this 
new academic year 2015 – 2016. 
 
I hope that you will find it a useful guide to your son/daughter’s studies this year.  I would like to take this 
opportunity to remind you that the information in this booklet, plus other information regarding your child’s studies 
at Hornsea School and Language College can be accessed in September on our website: www.hornsea.eriding.net 
 
If you have any queries, please contact the relevant subject teacher, Head of Faculty, Head of Year or me. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Mr S Lawrence 
Headteacher  
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Why study English 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
English is a compulsory subject taken by all students.  It provides us with the means by which most of us 
communicate and allows us to develop our understanding and enjoyment of the world within which we live. 
 
What skills will it develop? 
Students will be given opportunities to practise and develop their reading, writing and speaking and listening skills.  
They will experience media, prose, poetry and drama texts and learn to be critically aware of the power of language.  
Students will be encouraged to develop as independent learners and participate in paired and group activities.  
Attention will be paid to the formulative processes of drafting and proof-reading and regular practice in the basic 
technicalities of spelling, punctuation and grammar will be given. 
 
Reading for pleasure is encouraged through DEAR (drop everything and read) sessions which take place once a week.  
Those with an interest in public speaking can audition for our very successful Youth Speaks teams. Furthermore, 
opportunities to participate in Creative Writing clubs are also available. 
 
Course Content 
All Schemes of Work have been written in compliance with the Key Stage Three National Curriculum. 
 
Fiction Unit:  
Text: Wonder by R.J Palacio 
 
This Scheme of Work will focus on the following: 
 

 Informal letter writing 
 Descriptive writing with an emphasis on setting and atmosphere 
 Character studies (analysing beyond the obvious and using inference and deduction) 
 Writing diaries 
 Research topic based on beauty 
 Speaking and Listening activity 
 Writing to imagine explore and entertain: Write a sequel chapter 
 Write a review of the book and its style. 

 
Drama Unit: Introduction to Shakespeare. 
This Scheme of Work allows students to experience the life, times and work of William Shakespeare in preparation 
for the study of a complete play by Shakespeare in Year 9 when they will be taking the National Tests. 
 
Activities will include: 

 Reading/writing/speaking Shakespearean language 

 Studying extracts from ‘Macbeth’ (particularly the Witches’ scenes) and imitating the rhyme and rhythm of 
their spells. Opportunities will be given to explore the specific effects created by Shakespeare’s use of metre 
and figurative language 

 Studying ‘All the World’s a Stage’ (from ‘As You Like It’) and writing parodies of ‘The Seven Ages of Man’ 

 Research project to include sections on 
 Shakespeare’s life. 
 The Elizabethan theatre. 
 Life in Elizabethan/Jacobean England. 
 Shakespeare’s legacy 

 Major written piece on: A Visit to the Theatre in Shakespeare’s day 

 Dramatic presentations of extracts from Shakespeare’s work. 
 
 
 



Poetry Unit 
Students will study a range of ballads chosen by their class teacher.  They will focus on form, narrative and use of 
dialogue.  They will be given the opportunity to compare two ballads on a similar theme, and then to write their own 
showing their understanding of the conventions. 
 
Contemporary Drama Unit 
Students will study a modern play called Mugged. They will explore themes based on youth culture and they will 
investigate news stories concerning young people. 
Examples of the range of activities are: 
Creative writing; letter writing; diaries; writing to argue and persuade; journalistic techniques. 
 
Homework 
Homework is an integral part of English and will be set regularly by individual class teachers. This will include a 
spelling list each fortnight, linked to students’ SPAG (spelling, punctuation and grammar) lessons.  
Homework allows students to practise and consolidate skills and is a means by which support and challenge can be 
offered.  It can take various forms which may not always involve written work. 
 
Assessment 
Students will be assessed at various points during the year using National Curriculum levels following the APP 
assessment programme (Assessing Pupil Progress).  A major focus of this is Assessment for Learning, where students 
are encouraged to set their own targets for work.  Assessment pieces will be kept in exercise books as evidence of 
progression, along with students’ own target setting sheets and teacher feedback sheets.  Work done in exercise 
books will, where appropriate, include teachers’ comments relating to the quality of ongoing work completed in 
class.  This evidence will inform the Reviews sent to parents. 
 
Grouping Arrangements 
Students in Year 8 are taught in sets based on Teacher Assessments of students’ abilities and attainment in Year 7. 
KS3 target grades are also taken into account when this setting takes place. 
Groups will be reviewed at regular points across the year and adjusted on an individual student basis where 
appropriate.  
 
For further information please contact your child’s teacher of English in the first instance. Mr Batten (English School 
Improvement Leader) can also be contacted regarding assessment and setting.   
 
 

 
Why Study Mathematics? 
 

 
Mathematics is a core subject in the National Strategy. Developing mathematics as an enjoyable and creative 
activity, as a tool for problem solving and as an appreciation of pattern and structure is central to the Mathematics 
lessons in year 8. 
 
What Skills Will It Develop? 
Pupils will read write and talk about mathematics in a variety of ways. They will carry out calculations using a variety 
of methods (mentally, on paper and with a calculator) and associate calculation with measurement in appropriate 
units and become familiar with the relative sizes of these units.  
 
Course Content: 
The course is based upon a mastery approach which allows students to fully develop their skills before moving on. 
Each half term focuses on a different area of mathematics, Algebra, Number, Shape Space and Measure, Problem 
Solving and Data Handling. 
 
The course is split into three levels: Support, Core and Extension. Pupils follow that which is most appropriate for 
their mathematical needs. 
    



Homework: 
Homework will be set on a regular basis. These homeworks provide opportunity for mathematical skills to be 
consolidated and are set according to the needs and ability of the group. 
 
Assessment: 
Pupils will be assessed at appropriate intervals. This assessment will give a guideline as to the National Curriculum 
level your child is working at. 
Pupils will also sit Optional SATs at the end of the year again giving a guideline as to the National Curriculum level 
your child is working at.  
 
Grouping Arrangements: 
Pupils are placed in a mathematics group according to their mathematical needs. The choice of class is based upon 
information gathered from the year 7 maths teachers and Optional SATs results. During the year pupils may change 
classes if it is appropriate. 
 
 

 
Why Study Science? 
 

 
Science is a compulsory subject taken by all pupils.  It provides us with knowledge and understanding of the way 
things work in the world around us. 
 
What skills will it develop? 
Pupils will learn how to safely plan and carry out experiments using a wide variety of apparatus. Pupils will analyse 
and evaluate their data to form conclusions, which will support their subject knowledge.  In Science students are 
encouraged to develop ICT skills for research and data collection and analysis.  We have a dedicated ICT suite 
available for this purpose in the school. 
 
Course Content 
All Schemes of Work are written in compliance with the Key Stage Three National Curriculum. 
Topics to be taught: 
8A Food & Digestion 
8B Respiration 
8C Microbes & Disease 
8D Ecology 
8E Atoms & Elements 
8F Compounds & Mixtures 
8G/H Rocks & Weathering/Rock Cycle 
8I Heating & Cooling 
8J Magnets & Electromagnets 
8K Light 
8L Sound 
 
Homework 
Pupils complete homework during each unit. 

 
Assessment 
Pupils are assessed and monitored regularly throughout each topic using formative assessment tasks which address 
a variety of skills and content.  These assessments are used to monitor progress against a pupils starting point in Y8. 
Topics are taught in pairs with a test covering both topics. This is designed to provide rigor and develop resilience 
towards the terminal exam structure at the end of KS4. 
Grouping Arrangements 
Students in Year 8 are taught in mixed ability Tutor Groups, by the Science teachers. 
 
For further information please contact your child’s teacher of Science or: Mrs I Bullamore Head of Faculty 



_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Why study Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship Education?  And Economic Well Being and Financial capability 
(PSHCE) 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PSHCE enables all pupils to develop Key Skills.   It contributes to their spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development.  It helps to prepare pupils for adult life in a culturally and ethnically diverse society.  Education for 
economic wellbeing and financial capability aims to equip students with the knowledge, skills and attributes to make 
the most of changing opportunities in learning and work.  Students learn to manage their money and finances 
effectively. 
 
What skills will it develop? 
Pupils will reflect on and assess their strengths in relation to personality, work and leisure.  They will learn to reflect 
the differences between people as they develop their own sense of identity and they will recognise how others see 
them and be able to give and receive constructive feedback and praise. Through their learning and experiences 
inside and outside school, students begin to understand the nature of the world of work, the diversity and function 
of business, and its contribution to national prosperity.                                                           
A strong relationship is established between the school and the Youth Support service.  There are clear referral 
protocols in place between the PSHE provision, IAG and the external support services. 
 
Course content 

 Pressures on Young People 

 Self-esteem 

 Relationships 

 Keeping yourself safe 

 Opinions 

 Choices of consequences 

 Cyber Bullying 

 Emotional and mental health 

 Old age 

 The Real game  

 (Finance & Economic wellbeing as well as careers education)   

 Careers 

 Jobs 

 Identifying skills & interests 

 Gambling and the law 

 Dangers of getting hooked 

 What people want from life and what stops them getting it 

 Gender stereotyping/discrimination 

 Equal opportunities 

 Prejudice 
    
Homework 
Follow up work provided if and when the tutor thinks it is suitable for each topic. 
 
Assessment 
Continual assessment by Teacher/peers/self happens throughout the year as well as the student’s attitude to 
learning. 
 
Grouping Arrangements 
Pupils in Year 8 are taught in mixed ability tutor groups. 
 
For further information please contact your child’s group tutor or Mrs Mason – PSHCE Co-ordinator. 
 
 



_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Why study Computing/ICT? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
At a time when employment opportunities are reducing, the ICT sector is expected 
to grow at up to 3.5 per cent every year. This is leading to the need for 180,000 
new workers annually. The ICT sector is a major contributor to the UK economy 
making up roughly seven per cent of the value of the economy and it is growing at 
a faster rate than the economy as a whole.  
 
Source: http://www.bcs.org/content/conWebDoc/2958 9/1/13  
 
ICT is now at the very core of many businesses, as such ICT is seen as a core skill with colleges and many employers 
expecting that students are able to demonstrate Level 2 ICT skills.  The national trend shows an increase of 13% of 
students choosing ICT last year reflecting the increasing importance of these skills  
 
Source: http://www.bcs.org/content/conWebDoc/47703 9/1/13 
 
Outside of employment, ICT skills are an essential part of our everyday lives and our programme of study has the 
potential to enable students to leave us with a range of relevant qualifications that are well recognised by educators 
and employers. Studying ICT should even make you happier see link 
 
What skills will be developed 
Students will learn how to use a wide range of ICT applications to help in their other school subjects.  As well as 
learning how to use and manage their use of ICT outside of school. 
 
Pupils will also progress to look at Computing and be taught to write basic computer programs using SCRATCH. 
. 
Course content 
 

Topic Content 

Topic one 
Key figures in 

computing 
Using the internet to find reliable information and presenting this information 
in the form of a WordPress site. 

Topic two 

Building a 
computer- 
Computer 
modelling 

Pupils will be introduced to basics of computing learning the basics of hardware 
and software.  Using spread sheets they choose what they need to build a 
computer and model different scenarios.  

Topic three 
Go with the 

flow!- Flowal 
Pupils will be given an introduction to computer programming and work with 
Flowal to understand and construct algorithms. 

Topic four Pong- Scratch 
Pupils will learn how to build a computer programme using the graphical 
programming language Scratch.   

Topic five 
My Magic 8 Ball- 

Python 
Building on from the previous topic pupils will look at building a magic eight ball 
program using a text based programming language Python. 

Topic six Internet security 
The final unit of work will explore internet security, including how students 
should keep themselves safe online and ways in which we can ensure data 
online is secure. 

http://www.bcs.org/content/conWebDoc/2958
http://www.bcs.org/content/conWebDoc/47703
http://www.bcs.org/content/conWebDoc/35476


 
VLE 
The ICT department uses the schools VLE, Moodle, to present and deliver all ICT lessons.  Students can access 
Moodle from anywhere with an internet connection meaning pupils can still complete lessons away from the 
classroom. 
 
Homework 
Homework will be set to consolidate and reinforce learning in the classroom.  One piece of assessed homework will 
be given per topic.  
 
Assessment 
At the start of the year students complete a baseline test to establish their ICT skills which is reported in the first 
review, this is then repeated at various stages throughout the year to assess progress.  
 
For each topic there will be an assessed piece of work, normally at the end of the topic. Students will also carry out 
self-assessment and assessment of each-others’ work (peer assessment). Work will be graded using levels 
approximated to National Curriculum levels.  Assessments will form part of the evidence for Academic Reviews.  

 
Grouping arrangements 
Year 8 are taught in mixed ability tutor groups.  For further information please contact your child’s ICT teacher or 
Miss Ridley. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Why study Art & Design? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Art and Design is a national curriculum subject at key stage 3. The subject gives pupils the opportunity to enjoy a 
variety of creative and imaginative project work covering the assessment areas: exploring, creating, understanding 
and evaluating 
 
What skills will it develop? 
Pupils will build up knowledge of various skills, processes and techniques. Pupils will also have the opportunity to 
develop their research skills and will be encouraged to use ICT to facilitate this. 
 
Course content 
Projects are designed thematically and make use of the experience and knowledge built up in Year 7. Critical and 
contextual studies both historical and contemporary art and design will be embodied in the projects.  Current 
projects in Year 8 are: 
 
Masks – Pupils will explore images and information on masks from other cultures and historical periods and produce 
written analysis of their findings. Pupils will use and improve on their observational drawing skills to produce drawn, 
coloured and annotated drawings for a mask. Pupils will use a variety of construction techniques to create a relief 
representation of their mask. 
 
Creatures – Pupils will be investigating creatures in Art and Design. Pupils will be taken through the process of 
problem solving to develop their skills in card construction. Pupils will create their own artwork either individually or 
in a small group in response to the theme. 
 
Mosaic – Pupils will learn about the artistry of the Greeks, Romans and Byzantines. Pupils will use drawings and 
designs to plan a mosaic. Working as individuals or in small groups will use card construction and collage skills to 
produce their own mosaic. 
 



Homework 
Each project has a specified homework sheet which is stuck in the front of the pupil’s sketchbook. Homework may 
take the form of planning, designing, collecting and researching ideas experienced during the lesson.  
 
Assessment 
Pupils will be assessed at the end of each project. The work will be given a comment outlining what national 
curriculum level they have achieved and what they need to do to improve. A traffic light feedback sheet is used for 
this purpose in line with the school’s marking and feedback policy. 
 
Grouping Arrangements 
Pupils in Year 8 for Art and Design are taught in their mixed ability tutor groups. For further information please 
contact your child’s Art and Design teacher or Mrs J. Egan Head of Art and Design. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Why Study Design & Technology? – Resistant Materials, Textiles Technology and Food Technology. 
 

 
In the words of James Dyson, Chairman of Dyson Ltd: “Design and Technology is about making things that people 
want and will work well. Creating these things is hugely exciting; it is an inventive, fun activity” 
Design & Technology is a foundation subject. At Hornsea School students are brought into contact with specialist 
teachers and work in a range of material areas. 
 
What skills will it develop? 
Skills developed during Year 7 will be extended. Students are encouraged to improve design skills such as 
researching, planning and communicating through drawing and the use of written information. Students evaluate 
their own work as it develops.  They will use different making skills and work with a variety of materials.  Food 
Technology practical skills will be extended further. 
 
Course Content  
During Year 8 students produce project work in three material areas. They will continue to learn about the 
importance of Health & Safety. They will develop their use of a wide range of hand tools, basic equipment and 
machines. They will learn about the properties and uses of various resistant and compliant materials and 
components in greater depth than in year 7.  Students will be encouraged to produce high quality design and 
practical work. 
Project 1: 
Focused practical task – Wooden Box. Students will learn about wood and its different types and classifications.  
They will develop skills in joining timber to create a wooden box.  They can develop design skills and creativity by 
creating a decorative handle for the box. 

 
Project 2: 
Design and make assignment – Sports Trophy.  This project will focus on producing an ‘action’ figure in mild steel. 
The steel will be cut, bent and then joined. The figure will then be used as the centrepiece of the trophy. Students 
will have their first introduction to using metal and new processes such as brazing. 
 
Project 3: Fabric Monster 
The year 8 textiles module consists of a range of activities including reusing and recycling materials and the 
promotion of a product.  Students will build upon the basic understanding of fibres and fabrics from year 7 and begin 
how to understand how man-made fibres are produced and their properties.  Students will use more complicated 
practical skills using both hand stitching techniques and the sewing machine.  Design work will be produced using a 
range of techniques.  A final practical piece will be produced and evaluated.   
 
Project 4: Food Technology 
The year 8 food module consists of a range of activities that are designed to further develop skills learned in year 7.  
Students will begin to develop an understanding of food materials and the role that they play in recipes.   They will 
also continue to develop their awareness of healthy eating and its impact on health and well being.  Existing practical 
skills will be honed, with new practical techniques taught.  Students will evaluate their practical outcomes. 



 
Homework 
Various areas are covered by homework tasks.  It may be necessary to ask pupils to finish design work or practical 
tasks before the next lesson.  Opportunities will be given for pupils to complete them in school time but it may be 
necessary or preferable for the pupil to complete them at home.   
It is necessary for all pupils to prepare ingredients for practical food sessions at home.  All practical outcomes must 
be evaluated prior to the following lesson.  In Food Technology the National Curriculum levels are based on 
completion of both theory and practical based tasks.  It is therefore essential that ingredients be supplied when 
required.  If any problems are envisaged it is essential that school is notified in advance of the lesson so that 
arrangements can be made to enable the pupil to take part.  
 
Assessment 
Assessment will be continuous throughout all three areas of the year 8 course. This will be in the form of National 
Curriculum levels. Class work and homework will be given effort grades. Each specialist area will complete their unit 
of study with a final test to determine the retention of knowledge and skills learnt. 

 

 
Why study History? 
 

 
History and philosophy are the two eyes of wisdom, and if one is missing, then one has only half vision. 

Christian Thomasius, German Law Professor at Halle University (1655-1728) 
  
History is not simply the study of the past; it is also the study of how the present world was created. It is the story of 
the world that we live in. At Hornsea School, we are passionate about the study of history. 
 
What skills will it develop? 
As well as developing an understanding of how the world has been shaped and what our place in it is today, students 
focus on developing these key historical skills throughout KS3: 

 Change and continuity: analysing trends and patterns across time 

 Cause and Consequence: explaining why and how things have happened 

 Significance: assessing why and how some people/events are important 

 Source Skills: looking at evidence, assessing and explaining its trustworthiness.  

 Interpretations and Representations: balancing the strengths and weaknesses of differing views of the past. 

 
Course Content 
Unit 1: Power to the People 
This unit builds on the studies students have made in Year 7 on the shifting of power. The focus of this unit is on how 
power transfers more into the hands of the people through both peaceful and violent protest in the 19th and 20th 
centuries. 
 
Unit 2: The Industrial Revolution c.1750-c.1900 
This unit focusses on the explosion in British industry in the 18th century and the effects this had on Britain and the 
wider world. Students will study the changes that occurred and investigate the everyday lives of the people of the 
industrial revolution. 
 
Unit 3: The British Empire 
During this unit students will study the expansion of the British Empire as a result of the industrial revolution. They 
will investigate how and why Britain gained an empire and the interpretations of the British Empire today. 
 
 
 



Unit 4: Slavery, Abolition and Civil Rights in the USA 
This unit focusses on the bitter legacy of the British Empire – slavery. The unit will consider the origins of the trans-
Atlantic slave trade and the role of local individuals, such as Wilberforce, in bringing about the end of the trade. It 
will then consider the battle for equality between the races in the USA. 
 
Unit 5: Crime and Punishment through Time 
This thematic unit will consider the changing nature of crime and punishment from Roman times to the present day. 
Students will complete a depth study on the crimes of Jack the Ripper in an attempt to uncover the true identity of 
the killer. 
 
Homework 
Homework is set as appropriate by the class teacher. This may involve a piece of research, investigating the local 
area, preparing for an assessment etc. 
 
Assessment 
Students will complete one assessment per half-term in history. This will be self and peer assessed before being 
assessed by their teacher. They will receive a National Curriculum Level for their assessment. 
 
Grouping Arrangements 
Students are all taught in mixed abilities groups. 
 
For more information please see Mr Slone or any history teacher. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Why study Geography?  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Geography is a foundation subject at Key Stage 3 National Strategy. 

Learning about our lives and the impact they have on the environment is central to the Geography lessons in year 8. 

In Geography we aim to offer exciting and enjoyable lessons for all pupils. Our lessons are interactive and fun whilst 

providing students with the knowledge and skills they require. Lessons involve many activities including role plays, 

research, presentations, newspaper, articles, mysteries, memory maps, making movies, group work, ICT skills and 

much more. 

This introduces the idea of pupils going on a road trip around the world discovering new countries, cultures and 

ecosystems along the way. This is taught by a variety of methods to cater for all students. 

The following section discusses the area of study for year 8. 

Topic 1: Living World 

As part of a road trip around South America pupils will be introduced to ecosystems with a particular focus on the 

tropical rainforest. We begin the unit by looking at the physical features. The students are asked to make their own 

rainforest and design their own specially adapted animal that would successfully live in this ecosystem. The students 

then look at how humans are putting the rainforest under pressure through activities such as mining. We then look 

at how Globalisation has affected not only the population of South America but the environment too.  

Topic 2: Ice Environments 

As part of this topic we will cover, global warming and the worldwide impacts, how the effects can be lessened 

through projects such as BEDZED.  We will look at both the Arctic Circle and Antarctica, looking at landscapes, 

explorers, tourism, glaciers and conflict over land ownership and resources. 

Topic 3: Africa 



Africa is included in our year 8 planning as we feel the continent has a variety of issues within it that students should 

be made aware of. Initially we look at the misconceptions of Africa and review what students already know about 

the continent. We then look at a few of the problems people in Africa face these include health issues such as 

malaria and human issues such as gun crime and civil war. We compare the rich and the poor of Africa. 

Geography in the News 

If a major event occurs then we will suspend normal lessons and study that event. Examples in the past have 

included the Asian Tsunami and the outbreak of bird flu. 

Pupils in Y8 are taught in mixed ability tutor groups. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Why study Languages?  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Learning foreign languages is increasingly important in a worldwide economy and also has great value in terms of 
cultural and linguistic richness in our society, personal fulfilment and global citizenship and understanding.  
MFL is a foundation subject in the KS3 National Strategy and learning Languages in Year 8 will give all pupils the 
tools to make direct and personal contact with other people and cultures. 
 
Grouping arrangements 
Pupils in Year 8 are placed in sets according to their ability and have 6 hours of MFL lessons per fortnight.  Most 
students have 6 hours of French and two groups study 3 lessons of French and 3 hours of German per fortnight. 
 
What skills will it develop? 
The programme followed by pupils adheres closely to the KS3 Language Framework and develops the following 
skills: 

 Learning new words 

 Developing sentences and paragraphs using these new words 

 Dictionary skills to promote independent learning  

 Reading  

 Writing 

 Listening 

 Speaking  

 Thinking and Investigative skills 

 Group work 

 Independent learning 

 Mind-mapping 
 

Pupils will also acquire some cultural knowledge of the Target Language-speaking country/countries. 
 
Course content 
Key Learning Objectives  
Term 1 
French Language 

 Expressing opinions 

 Justifying opinions using adjectives (and adjectival agreement) 

 Use of adverbs as intensifiers 

 Regular verbs in the present tense (including 3rd person) 

 Using the perfect and imperfect tenses to relate past events 

 Je voudrais + infinitive 

 Nouns in gender and number  

 Larger numbers 

 Number through prices 



 Making comparisons 

 Quantities and measures 
French Context 

 Food and drink, likes and dislikes 

 Planning a meal  

 Healthy eating 

 Food and food miles  

 Ordering food/drinks at a restaurant/café  

 Describing a trip to a restaurant/special meal 

 Shops and shopping (authentic language and prices) 

 Market/supermarket/department store/hypermarket 

 Describing clothes, likes and dislikes  

 Buying clothes and planning outfits 

 Global awareness of clothes and their production, including transport and costs 
 
German Language 

 Numbers 

 Present tense (ich, du, er, sie) 

 Definite/indirect article 

 Question words 

 Possessive adjectives 

 Adjectival endings 

 Longer sentences 

 Plural nouns 
German Context 

 Self, family and friends 
 
Key Learning Objectives  
Term 2 
French Language 

 Asking and answering questions 

 Giving opinions 

 Justifying and further developing opinions 

 Making comparisons using present and past (imperfect) tenses 

 Adverbs and time frames 

 Using the future tense 

 Using the conditional tense to speak about hopes and wishes 

 Using increasingly complex language to relate to a number of issues 
French Context 

 TV and film genres 

 Comparing past and present viewing habits 

 Film review  

 Styles of music, likes and dislikes 

 Ways of listening to music including internet and streaming 

 Playing musical instruments 

 The internet, its uses and importance to young people 

 Mobile phones and advantages/disadvantages 

 New developments in communication technology 
 
German Language 

 gern 

 Possessive adjective adjectives (sein, ihr) 

 Present tense (wir) 

 Möchtest du ? 

 Man kann + INFINITIVE 



 Telling the time 

 Longer sentences (und, aber) 

 Verb endings 

 Revising indefinite articles 

 Understanding longer texts 
GermanContext 

 Free Time 

 School 
 
Key Learning Objectives 
Term 3 
French Language: 

 Expressing opinions with justifications 

 Regular and irregular verbs in the present tense 

 Working independently, using a dictionary to produce original work 

 Using future and conditional tenses to describe ideal/future home 

 Using the perfect and imperfect tenses to describe the past  

 Using context and knowledge of grammar to elicit understanding from new language. 

 Accessing and using a range of vocabulary and structures in French 

 Prepositions 

 Making comparisons 
French Context 

 Wild animals/ Endangered Species and their habitat 

 Countries and habitats 

 Global weather and climate 

 Environmental issues 

 Global warming and natural disasters 

 Describing your house and garden 

 Describing the rooms in your house 

 Homes in France and staying with a French family 
 
German Language 

 Reading longer words 

 Es gibt 

 Verb in 2nd place 

 Prepositions 

 Recognising the past tense 
German Context 

 House and home 
 
Homework 
Pupils complete on average one piece of homework per week. Homework tasks consist of either vocabulary learning 
or writing/reading exercises which provide opportunities for the consolidation of recently learned skills and 
language.  There are also additional homework project-type tasks available on the school website. 
 
Assessment 
There will be an assessment at the end of every term to revise and assess the progress made. Usually this will take 
the form of an extended piece of writing or a speaking assessment. 
For further information please contact your child’s French/German teacher. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Why Study PE 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Our physical education curriculum aims to inspire all pupils to succeed and excel in competitive sport and other 

physically-demanding activities. We provide opportunities for pupils to become physically confident in a way which 

supports their health and fitness. Opportunities to compete in sport and other activities build character and help to 

embed values such as fairness and respect. 

PE enables pupils to enjoy and succeed in many kinds of physical activity.  They develop a wide range of skills and the 
ability to use tactics, strategies and compositional ideas to perform successfully.  When performing, they think about 
what they are doing, analyse the situation and make decisions.  They also reflect on their own and others’ 
performances and find ways to improve them.  As a result, they develop the confidence to take part in different 
physical activities and learn about the value of healthy, active lifestyles.   
PE helps pupils develop personally and socially.  They work as individuals, in groups and in teams, developing 
concepts of fairness and of personal and social responsibility.  They take on different roles and responsibilities, 
including leadership, coaching and officiating.  Through the range of experiences that PE offers, they learn how to be 
effective in competitive, creative and challenging situations. 
 
Aims  
The national curriculum for physical education aims to ensure that all pupils:  

 develop competence to excel in a broad range of physical activities  

 are physically active for sustained periods of time  

 engage in competitive sports and activities  

 lead healthy, active lives 

  

Subject content 

Boys Girls 

Rugby Netball 

Fitness Fitness 

Football Trampolining 

Trampolining Badminton 

Table Tennis Rugby 

Athletics Athletics 

Softball Rounder’s 

 
Assessment 
Pupils are continually assessed during lessons to enable the teacher to adapt practices and activities to suit their 
needs.  Halfway through a unit of work students are asked to peer assess their work and record progress in their 
planners with a specific target for improvement. At the end of every unit the teacher records each individual pupil’s 
progress and attainment within the activity, this information then informs the academic review, which is currently 
issued to parents on a termly basis. 
 
Grouping arrangements 
Pupils are taught in single sex, mixed ability classes.  Classes are set for rugby only based on ability, and previous 
experience. For further information please contact your child’s PE teacher or Mr. Martin head of PE. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Why study Music? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
By engaging pupils in making and responding to music, music education offers opportunities for them to: 

 develop their understanding and appreciation of a wide range of music, extend their own interests and 
increase their ability to make judgements about music quality;  

 acquire the knowledge, skills and understanding needed to make music;  



 develop the skills, attitudes and attributes that can support learning in other subject areas and are needed 
for employment and life, e.g. creativity, listening skills, concentration, creativity, intuition, aesthetic 
sensitivity, perseverance, self-confidence and sensitivity towards others.  

What skills will it develop? 
Music teaching in key stage 3 should:  

 develop each of the interrelated skills of performing, composing and appraising in all activities;  
 extend these skills through applying listening skills and musical knowledge and understanding;  
 enable pupils to make connections between all areas of knowledge and musical experiences.  

In particular, pupils should acquire and apply knowledge and understanding of:  
 how music is constructed, e.g. the use of musical elements and devices;  
 how music is produced, e.g. the use of instruments, ICT, musical processes and procedures, including 

relevant symbols and notations;  
 how music is influenced by time and place, e.g. the effect of the occasion, purpose or venue.  

Course content and Assessment 
Due to issues relating to management of resources, not all pupils will study the topics in the following order. 
 
Topic 1- Understanding the conventions of the Blues 
In this topic pupils will learn about the development of the Blues from the clash of cultures caused by the slave 
trade. They will practice recording a 12 bar blues chord pattern and then further develop their work with the 
addition of bass lines, melodies and improvised fills. 
 
Topic 2- Understanding the conventions of the Baroque 
Pupils will explore the ways and reasons that music from a different age sounds different form our present day 
music. They will listen to and perform music by famous Baroque composers such as Handel and Bach 
 
Topic 3- Understanding the conventions of Indian Music 
This unit develops pupils' understanding of music from different places. They will listen to recordings of Indian 
musicians and perform music using similar ideas using available instruments. They will explore the Alap and Ghat 
sections of a composition and learn to use raga and tala to create their own pieces. 
  
Topic 4- Understanding the conventions of Film Soundtracks 
This unit develops pupils’ composition skills. They will learn to use the clichés of film music composers and create 
their own soundtracks film clips that they will work with on computers. 
 
Topic 5- Understanding the tradition of recycling in music 
Pupils will study how composers have “borrowed” other musicians’ music over the ages, from the Cantus firmus 
from the 8th Century through themes and variations to rap and hip hop. They will explore the conventions of 
sampling and get and insight to the important issues relating to copyright. 
 
Topic 6- Understanding the conventions of Popular Music. 
In this performance based topic pupils will begin to develop skills on the guitar. They will listen to music by the 
Beatles before creating their own performances. This will enable them to have a greater understanding of the use of 
the structures used in pop. They will study some of the aspects of the Music industry and how it relates to 
commercial music. 
 
Grouping Arrangements. 
Pupils in Y8 are taught in mixed ability groups.  
 
Instrumental lessons 
Lessons are available on a variety of instruments in school, including piano, voice, guitar, bass, drum kit, woodwind, 
strings and brass. 
 
For further information please contact your child’s Music teacher: 
Mr.J.Hart or Mrs J Turnbull. 



 
Why Study Religious Education? 
 

 
 
The value and purpose of RE 

RE has an important part to play as part of a broad, balanced and coherent curriculum to which all pupils are 

entitled. RE subject matter gives particular opportunities to promote an ethos of respect for others, to challenge 

stereotypes and to build understanding of other cultures and beliefs. This contributes to promoting a positive and 

inclusive school ethos that champions democratic values and human rights. 

Religious education for children and young people: 

 provokes challenging questions about the meaning and purpose of life, beliefs, the self, issues of right and wrong, 

and what it means to be human. It develops pupils’ knowledge and understanding of Christianity, other principal 

religions, and religious traditions that examine these questions, fostering personal reflection and spiritual 

development 

 encourages pupils to explore their own beliefs (whether they are religious or non-religious) in the light of what they 

learn. As they examine issues of religious belief and faith and how these impact on personal, institutional and social 

ethics, they express their responses, thereby building resilience to anti-democratic or extremist narratives 

 enables pupils to build their sense of identity and belonging which helps them flourish within their communities 

and as citizens in a diverse society 

 teaches pupils to develop respect for others including people with different faiths and beliefs, and helps to 

challenge prejudice 

 prompts pupils to consider their responsibilities to themselves and others, and to explore how they might 

contribute to their communities and to wider society. It encourages empathy, generosity and compassion. 

In summary, Religious Education is important because it helps children and young people gain wisdom in the 

following areas of life:  

 cultural, artistic, musical and literary: many great artists, composers, musicians and writers had deep religious 

and/or philosophical motivation and inspiration for their work. Many use religious themes and employ references to 

religious literature and thought in their work. How can we understand the insights they are communicating without 

knowledge of key religious ideas and stories? 

 historical and geographical, scientific and technological: what is the meaning of life? Where are we going? What is 

'true'? What is ‘best’? Where do we come from? Why are people different and why do they have different tastes and 

preferences? What is to be gained from a diverse society? How can we understand the history and traditional 

cultures of Britain and other countries without a knowledge and understanding of the religious and philosophical 

traditions which helped form them? 

 moral and ethical: in the light of the many moral and ethical dilemmas we meet in life, ranging from the personal to 

the global, what is it to lead a good life? How do we know? Whom should we trust? How can we decide? Religious 

and philosophical principles and insights can help guide us when faced with moral dilemmas 

 personal: How can I be happy? How can I best manage my relationships? What are the skills I need to succeed in 

life? What emotional resources do I need to maintain a healthy lifestyle? We can get insights from religions and 

philosophies studied in RE and get practice in 'skills for life' such as empathy, sensitivity, humility and in thinking and 

communicating well 



 political, social and psychological: How can we best understand the relationships between people? Why do religion 

and belief feature in the news so much? What do religious and belief groups say about various contemporary issues? 

How can we best understand the religious practices and festivals celebrated by our neighbours? What motivates 

people? Why are our public institutions set up in the way they are? How do/should people behave when in positions 

of power? How do/should people react when others have power over them? 

Personal development 

RE plays an important role in preparing pupils for adult life, employment and lifelong learning. It helps children and 

young people become successful learners, confident individuals and responsible citizens. It gives them the 

knowledge, skills and understanding to discern and value truth and goodness, strengthening their capacity for 

making moral judgements and for evaluating different types of commitment to make positive and healthy choices. 

 

Spiritual and moral development 

Section 78 (1) of the 2002 Education Act states that all pupils should follow a balanced and broadly based curriculum 

which 'promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, social, mental and physical development of pupils and of society, and 

prepares pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life'. Learning about and from religions 

and beliefs, through the distinct knowledge, understanding and skills contained in RE within a broadly based 

curriculum, is essential to achieving these aims. Exploring the concepts of religion and belief and their roles in the 

spiritual, moral and cultural lives of people in a diverse society helps individuals develop moral awareness and social 

understanding. 

Religious education provides opportunities to promote spiritual development through: 

 discussing and reflecting on key questions of meaning and truth such as the origins of the universe, life after 

death, good and evil, beliefs about God and values such as justice, honesty and truth 

Religious education provides opportunities to promote moral development through: 

 enhancing the values identified within the National Curriculum, particularly valuing diversity and engaging in 

issues of truth, justice and trust 

 

Year 8 Term 1 

Divine intervention 

About this unit 

Provide an opportunity to explore what gives a sense of awe and wonder; to consider the purpose of life and 

respond to questions of life after death. Resources: stories, accounts and texts about covenants, miracles, life after 

death. 

Identify Learning Outcomes 

Shape enquiry What is a covenant? Should we keep promises? What is amazing in the world? Do miracles happen? 

What is the purpose of life? -is death the end? 

 

YEAR 8 Term 2 

Communicating Beliefs 

About this unit 

Investigate what acts as a source of authority for faith members and how these sources can unite and separate 

believers; explore how beliefs are shared in the modern world. Resources: media and internet sites. 

 

 



Identify Learning Outcomes 

- shape enquiry - Where does a believer find truth? What are source of authorities for faith groups? How do different 

media support the communication of faith? Does technology increase opportunities for collaboration within and 

between faiths? 

 

YEAR 8 Term 3 

The Young Philosophers Course 

About this unit 

Develop critical thinking skills in preparation for GCSE in Year 9. 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Why study Drama? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Drama offers all students the opportunities to:  
 

 achieve a heightened sense of enjoyment, excitement and fulfilment  

 develop their knowledge, understanding and appreciation of a wide range of drama, to extend their own 
interests and to increase their ability to make critical judgements.  

 acquire the skills, knowledge and understanding associated with drama  

 make advances in social and cultural issues  

 develop skills and attributes that support learning in other subjects, eg listening skills, thinking skills, control, 
creativity, intuition, team work skills, perseverance, self-confidence, self-expression and sensitivity towards 
others  

 prepare for cultural life as critical, reflective and active ‘consumers’ of the arts.  
 
What skills will it develop?  
 

 Develop each of the interrelated skills of making, performing and responding.  

 Extend these skills through applying knowledge and understanding of drama  

 Develop empathy and valuing of others  

 Enable pupils to make connections between all areas of knowledge and dramatic experience  

 Enable pupils to make connections between drama and the other art forms  
 
In particular, pupils should acquire and apply knowledge of:  
 

 How drama is constructed  

 Performance techniques  

 Different genres  

 Social and historical context  

 Technical aspects of drama (sound, lighting, costume, properties, stage management)  

 Movement techniques  
 
Course content will consist of the following: 
 
Autumn Term 1: Mime & Melodrama 
Develop knowledge and understanding of Slapstick and Melodrama  
Develop use of Melodrama stock characters and plot conventions 
Develop non-verbal skills of body language, facial expressions and gesture when performing 
Develop the use of music to enhance plot and character within a piece of drama 
 
Autumn Term 2: Greek Theatre 
Develop knowledge and understanding of the history of Greek Theatre 



Develop knowledge and understanding of a range of Greek Theatre conventions 
Develop acting skills to portray an effective Chorus and plot of 'Antigone' 
Develop the ability to evaluate use of acting skills in creating theatre of different genres 
 
Spring Term 1: Blood Brothers – by Willy Russell 
Develop knowledge and understanding of the plot and themes of the play 
Develop approaches in developing character in rehearsal effectively 
Develop acting skills within the performance of a character in key scenes from the play 
Develop ways of blocking and learning a scripted scene effectively to achieve an engaging scene 
 
Spring Term 2: Dance- World Dance 
Develop knowledge and understanding of different dance styles 
Develop the use of different dance techniques and demonstrate them in performance 
Develop choreography skills in order to create a dance piece using a range of BARDS 
Develop understanding of how motifs can be used and adapted within a dance piece 
 
Summer Term 1: Theatre Practitioner 2 - Stanislavski 
Develop knowledge and understanding of Konstantin Stanislavski and Realism 
Develop understanding and use of Stanislavskian rehearsal techniques in developing character 
Develop realistic use of acting skills in creating an effective character 
Develop the use of reflective skills to assess how techniques have developed performance 
 
Summer Term 2: Shakespeare 
Develop knowledge and understanding of history and influence of Shakespeare 
Develop understanding of approaching Shakepearean plot and language using different techniques 
Develop acting skills in creating characters from key scenes in 3 Shakespeare plays 
Develop skills in assessing live performance and how its success has been achieved 
 
Extra-curricular  
Students may wish to extend their skills in a wide range of extra-curricular activities offered- KS3 Drama club, 
Shakespeare School’s Festival, annual school production. 
 
Assessment  
Students will be assessed at the end of each unit of work. The assessments will form part of the evidence to inform 
parents of progress in the progress reviews sent to you each term.  
 
Grouping Arrangements  
Pupils in Year 7 are taught in mixed ability tutor groups. Pupils are taught for one hour each week.  
 
For more information please contact your child’s Drama teacher: Mr D Sellers, Miss K Harrison, Miss M Parkinson, 

Miss N Chambers  


